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better than ours, and, moreover, while there, only note
those things which are actually brought to their notice.
Further investigation, however, proves that a wrong
impression has been created. Sir William White, in a
speech before the Institute of Metals, called attention to
the fact that certain Englishmen were ^belittling our
industries and creating a bad impression in the eyes of
the world. Truly the national pessimism extends to
educational affairs. Whether a country is ^best^ urged on
by the assumption of an optimistic or a pessimistic outlook
is not to be argued here, but certain it is that, as regards
educational affairs, most countries put forth a show of
pessimism. The author, having had a university training,
having been on the staff of a technical institute, having
made a tour of the principal industrial centres of Germany
and America, besides examining the technical schools in
these countries, and having had some industrial experience,
is prepared to attempt to turn a spirit of pessimism to one
of optimism.
We have been told by one class of critic that English
manufacturers are apathetic, and do not appreciate
technical skill. But the fact that England holds such a
commanding industrial position seems to point out that
any fault does not lie with the manufacturers. When
the right article is presented, our manufacturers are as
ready to snap it up as those of any other country, although
naturally few manufacturers are prepared, considering
the mobility of labour, to train a man without an assured
prospect of profit from the transaction. In educational
matters it must be remembered that the direction of in-
struction is determined by the opportunities available for
scientifically trained students in the commercial world.
We have here the operation of supply and demand as in
industry itself. Professor Ashley has pointed out that
this is true of all branches of knowledge. For instance,
he thinks that economics will never flourish as a university
subject until it is made a subject for examination for
some professional career, or connected with business life
in some way, as is being done by the founding of the
Faculties of Commerce at the universities. Considerable
numbers of people might be drawn to universities and